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profetably than at home in their various occu-
pational

Under the reign of Henry I.  the English
made their first substantial progress in manu-
factures.    A considerable body of the people
were now solely occupied in such matters, and
already men of English birth were  growing
rich by trade and commerce, and, with their
communities of workpeople, formed a welcome
counteraction   to   the  power   of  the   barons.
The rapid growth of boroughs was the natural
outcome of this industrial awakening, and it
was in these active centres that the real ex-
pansion of the race took place.   The hopes of
the people were closely bound up in the advance-
ment of the trading classes.    In the fulness of
their sway the Normans had turned a great
part of the country into a hunting ground*
regardless   of   ancient   rights   and   common
privileges,  and lands that had formerly been
in cultivation became marsh and forest.   The
people  were   not  recognised   as  having   any
rights apart from the privilege of serving their
new masters.   Bitt the more enlightened policy
of Henry I. did much to lessen the people's
load.   Every gain to trade was a gain to the
serfs.    Various municipal charters were granted
by Henry, in many of which guilds were sanc-
tioned, and as the craftsmen and the tillers of
the soil, and the serfs and retainers of the nobles
began to mix together, it was gradually seen
that the cause of the people was the cause
equally of bondman and freeman.

The   towns   and  boroughs   were   gradually
freed from direct subservience to the manorial